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Since 1945, a little more than three 
million immigrants have arrived in 
Canada. They have come from almost 
every country in the world, and although 
their reasons for choosing Canada as 
their new home are as varied as their 
ethnic origins, One reason stands out 
above all others—the desire to improve 
their way of life. 

Many of those who came in the late 
1940's and 50's had a vague conception 
of Canada. They saw Canada as a vast 
land with farming, mining, forestry, and 
fishing as the dominant industries which 
offered opportunities for advancement 
for those who worked hard. It is true that 
Canada is a vast land and that it offers 
excellent opportunities for advance- 
ment, but it is now one of the most high- 
ly industrialized nations in the world 


with an insatiable demand for highly 


skilled, professional and_ technical 
workers. 
What Canada offers: What then 


does Canada offer for those who pos- 
sess the skills needed by its industrial- 
ized economy? Firstly, incomes that 
have been increasing steadily as the 
nation becomes more and more indus- 
trialized. A population sample survey 
conducted by the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics showed that the average in- 
come of non-farm families was $5,939 
in 1963. Also income tax rates in Cana- 
da compare favourably to those of most 
countries. 

Two out of three Canadian families 
own their own home and pay for it over 
a period of years. A typical Canadian 
home has three bedrooms, a living- 
room, a dining-room, a kitchen, a bath- 
room (sometimes two), a garage and 
full basement, part of which is often 
converted into a playroom. Canadian 
homes are, of course, centrally heated. 

Most newcomers to Canada own their 
own home—and many of these have 
bought a house after only a few years in 


ek of 40 oo Cane aes hee 
or time for recreational activities. In 
imi and pring, nearby lakes 
ive ers offer swimming, boating, and 
Golf and tennis are also popular 
‘seasonal j Ctivities, and of course, many 
_ Car dians. take advantage of summer 
‘a ations” to travel. In the winter and 
a hunting, skiing, skating, and curl- 
re popular. In recent years, there 
een greater emphasis on the arts, 
__ and many of the larger Canadian cities 
- have built or are building first rate thea- 
tres for the per ernie arts. 


tel ephone talkers. : 


Occupational Groups: (o assist 
prospective immigrants to identify with 
comparable occupational groups in Can- 
ada, three different levels have been 
selected to show approximately how 
they spend their incomes. The tables 
- opposite have been provided by the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics from a 
survey of family expenditures and are 
urban averages for three selected in- 
come groups. You should keep in mind 
that they are only a guide to what you 
may expect your expenditures to be 
and that, depending upon your needs 
and interests, you may spend more or 
less for the various categories shown. 

Relating these averages to_indivi- 
duals, we may personify the first group 
by Mr. Jones, an experienced electri- 
cian earning about $7,000 annually. 
Mr. Latourelle is a graduate engineer 
with about five years experience. His 
annual salary is around $9,500. Finally, 


food 

_ housing, fuel, light, water : 
household operation © 
furnishing & equipment — 
clothing : 

automobile 

other transportation | 
medical care : 

personal care © 

recreation — 

reading | 

| education © 
‘smoking and alcoholic drinks : 
incidentals — 

gifts and contribution : 
personal taxes © 

security © 


Total Expenditure 


Expenditures (0) Expenditures r1) Expenditures (0) 
of Jones Family % % % 


of Latourelle Family of Smith Family 


$6,860 100.0 $8,789 100.0 31.0893 72" 3100.0 
1. The DBS survey on which these figures i 2. Slight discrepancies between “‘total ex- 
are based refers to the year 1964. Both penditures’’ and sums of items are due to 


incomes and prices in Canada have in- rounding of averages to nearest dollar. 


creased considerably since then. 


there is Dr. Smith, a general practitioner 
with an income of some $14,000. Each 
of the families has two children. 

In reading the tables, keep in mind 
that the percentages shown relate to the 
total cash spent by each family and not 
to their income. The footnotes that fol- 
low elaborate on various items in the 
tables. See your bank for latest informa- 
tion on rate of exchange for Canadian 
currency. 

Housing: This includes rent or owner 
expenses (property taxes, mortgage in- 
terest, repairs, etc.) but does not in- 
clude purchase of house or payments 
on principal of a mortgage. 

Household operation: This includes 
telephone, postage, garden supplies, 
laundry, soap, detergents, polish, laun- 
dry that is sent out, etc. 

Furnishings and equipment: This 
includes furniture, floor coverings, ap- 
pliances, kitchen equipment, household 
textiles, etc. 

Automobile: This includes purchase 
of car bought in survey year and car 
operation. 


Medical care: This includes doctors’ 
and hospital bills, health insurance, 
dental expenses, nursing care, medi- 
cines, drugs, etc. The standard of medi- 
cal care in Canada is second to none. 
Traditionally Canadians have paid for 
their own medical care or purchased 
insurance to provide protection against 
medical costs and a high percentage are 
protected in this way. Several Prov- 
inces operate medical care insurance 
programs paid for by personal premi- 
ums and government contributions. 
Plans are now underway in other prov- 
inces to operate health care programs 
which will provide protection against 
medical expenses. 


Personal care: This includes hair 
cuts, beauty parlour services, toilet 
soap, lipstick, razor blades, tooth 
brushes, etc. 


Education: Public education is free 
in Canada up to university entrance. 
This item includes special tuition fees, 
music lessons, university fees, etc. 


Personal Taxes: This includes | 
come taxes and other personal tax 

Security: This includes insuranc 
retirement and pension funds, etc. 

Savings: Information on family sa 
ings was not available from the Survey. 
The margin between total expenditure 
and income represents discrepancies 
in reporting and should not be regarded 
aS an accurate saving average for the 
three families. Funds set aside for se- 
curity may also be regarded as Savings. 
In addition, gifts and contributions re-_ 
present amounts over and above con- 
sumption expenditure. For those think- 
ing of coming to Canada, it may be 
interesting to learn that some new- 
comers send sizeable amounts of money 
back to relatives in the home country. 


PREPARED BY 
CANADIAN GOVERNMENT 
IMMIGRATION DIVISION 


1968 


THIS PUBLICATION IS ALSO 
AVAILABLE IN FRENCH 


MP22-2/3 


For more detailed information on living conditions in Canada, 
visit your nearest Canadian Immigration Office. 
They will be able to answer specific questions 


and relate costs to your present level of living. 
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